
Parish Centre Kitchen  
 
 
We are now just one week away from Archbishop Miller’s visit to our parish to offer Mass and 
then bless our new School, Parish Centre and Day Care. We have received so many blessings 
through the many years of the project – from the selling of the 1 acre of land for $13 million 
dollars to financial gifts of all amounts and the list goes on.  
 
We have been blessed during this difficult and awful time of COVID. The building actually has 
been built and while this may seem a kind of no-brainer it is a huge blessing considering COVID 
restrictions, struggles in getting permits through the City of Vancouver to being able to obtain 
supplies (wood sky-rocketed in price for a while), workers remaining healthy, to so many other 
things.  
 
As of this writing the school field, the parking lot and the permanent Day Care are being worked 
on. We are ever so close to crossing the finish line on the project being 100% completed. Then 
we have to pay down the 7,000,000 debt.  
 
One thing remains and that is the Parish Centre Kitchen. We had $400,000 set in the budget for 
the kitchen and many months ago that was sufficient to pay for it. Now it is not. Our Team of 
Core Project Management and Ventana have done everything they could to bring the price of the 
kitchen in line with our original pricing.  
  
With the labor market so busy and supply chains backlogged the kitchen has come in 
approximately $200,000 over budget. Most of this is due to mechanical engineering. There has 
also been the reality that due to delays we had to let our equipment quotes expire. We should 
obtain a final price this coming week.  
 
I do not have an exact price on the kitchen – that will come in the week ahead – but I wanted and 
needed to write everyone and begin asking for donations to make this project possible and bring 
it over the finish line. I want to be able to buy the equipment AS SOON as we get the quotes and 
even then, there is a 12-14 week waiting period. And the quote on the work minus the equipment 
will expire in 30 days).  
 
I have applied for and received $75,000 from the Archdiocese that is part of a “New School 
Incentive Fund.” We actually received $75,000 many years ago in order to have our architect put 
together the schematics for our new building. The total amount received from the Archdiocese is 
$150,000. This $75,000 that we have just received is a huge blessing at this time. 
 
So, with the $75,000 we now have there is need to raise a minimum of $125,000 as soon as 
possible. I am asking everyone to consider what you can give in order that I can sign this 
contract and have the kitchen that we will all be proud of and will serve our needs for decades.  
 
In conclusion: It is important that everyone know that we cannot borrow anymore money from 
the Archdiocese. Our borrowing limit is $7million. Without these needed funds we will not be 
able to proceed with the kitchen while Ventana is on site and therefore we will have to raise the 



money in the future, obtain another contractor and get new quotes for all of the kitchen 
equipment. The reality is that all of this will be at a much higher cost. So, to complete this all 
important project we need to raise these funds from without our community as soon as possible.  
 
I know that we as a parish community can do this!  
 
Thank you and please keep this in your prayers. I will keep parishioners informed.  
Blessed Don Alvaro, pray for us 
Fr Hamilton  


