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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15 -THREE-WAY CONFERENCES FROM HOME

Three - Way Conferences will be held online tomorrow, October 15, 2021. These reports and Three -Way
Conferences are an important way to communicate with parents and students about student progress,
and to provide opportunities for students to improve toward the end of the term. The primary goal of
assessment and evaluation is to enhance student learning. Students are expected to be in school
uniform. Teachers will email a google meet link today. Parents are able to use their own email accounts.

CROSS COUNTRY MEET

Congratulations to the Cross Country Team who placed 13  out of 30 schools at the CISVA Cross Country
Meet!  We are proud of all our athletes who showed enthusiasm and sportsmanship - Well Done!!
Special thanks to Mrs. Parker who coordinated the event and to Mr. Pena, Ms. Mihan, Ms. Bond, and Mr.
Calderwood.

LIVING ROSARY

The Living Rosary took place on Fr., Oct. 8th.  Special thanks to the grade 6 students, Mrs. Parker, Mrs.
Reichart and Mrs. Legayada  for preparing and organizing the Rosary.

SUBSCRIBE TO WEBSITE CALENDAR

Remember to visit the calendar on the website homepage. It is designed so that you may subscribe to:
add to timely calendar/add to google/add to outlook/add to apple calendar/add to other
calendar/export to XML. You may find it very helpful.

PHOTO RETAKES – Photo retakes will take place on Tues., Oct. 26

Gr. 7 INVESTITURE MASS will take place on Sun., Oct. 24 at the 9 AM mass.
All grade seven students are expected to attend.

FOOD BANK

The student council will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Food Bank the week of Oct.
25th.   Please support our local food banks.

CELEBRATION OF LIGHT DRESS DOWN DAY – FRI., OCT. 29

We will be incorporating the CISVA system-wide theme, One Family, One Hope in Christ, with our
Celebration of Light dress down day.  Each class will decide on the family they would like to come to
school dressed up like on Fri., Oct 29, 2021. Parents will be informed by their classroom teachers.



Amoris Laetitita Family Year 2021-2022

A special year to bear witness to family love
The Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life is proposing spiritual, pastoral and cultural initiatives to
accompany families in the face of contemporary challenges. The project is intended to support parishes,
dioceses, universities and ecclesial associations in celebrating the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” which
has been announced by Pope Francis. By Adriana Masotti

On 19 March 2021, the fifth anniversary of the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris laetitia, on the joy and
beauty of familial love, Pope Francis will inaugurate the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” which will
conclude on 26 June 2022 on the occasion of the X World Meeting of Families in Rome. The Holy Father
will be present for the Meeting.

Family, the domestic Church
“The pandemic experience has highlighted the central role of the family as the domestic Church, and has
shown the importance of community ties between families,” the Dicastery said in a statement
announcing the Year. “Through the spiritual, pastoral, and cultural initiatives planned in the Year ‘Amoris
Laetitia Family,’ Pope Francis intends to address all ecclesial communities throughout the world,
exhorting each person to be a witness of family love.”

Formation instruments at the service of communities
The statement goes on to say that the Dicastery will share resources on “family spirituality, formation
and pastoral activity for marriage preparation, affective education for young people, and on the holiness
of married couples and families who live out the grace of the sacrament in their daily life.” In addition,
international academic symposia will be organized, “to examine in-depth the contents and implications
of the Apostolic Exhortation in relation to highly topical issues that affect families around the world.”
The objectives of the Year Amoris Laetitia Family
Ahead of the formal opening of the Year in March, the Dicastery has prepared an informational brochure
explaining the objectives and initiatives of the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family,” and offering concrete
suggestions for dioceses and parishes.
The Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” is intended to spread the message of Amoris laetitia, and it is in that
exhortation that the objectives of the Year can be found. The first is to share the content of the
exhortation more widely, in order to help people “experience the Gospel of the family as a joy that fills



hearts and lives (Amoris laetitia, 200).” The brochure says, “A family that discovers and experiences both
the joy of having a gift, and of being a gift for the Church and society, ‘can become a light in the darkness
of the world’ (AL,66).”
A second objective is to announce the precious value of the sacrament of marriage, which has “in itself a
transforming power of human love.”
Further objectives include enabling “families to become active agents of the family apostolate,” and
making “young people aware of the importance of formation in the truth of love and in the gift of self.”
Lastly, there is an invitation to broaden the vision and action of pastoral care for the family during the
Year, so that it can become more transversal and include all family members, including married couples,
children and young people, the elderly, and those in difficult family situations.
Concrete suggestions
The Dicastery also offers concrete suggestions for initiatives that can be implemented in dioceses and
parishes throughout the year, including strengthening marriage preparation programs and accompanying
newlyweds in their first years of marriages, and organizing meetings for parents on how to raise their
children. The brochure suggests “promoting meetings for reflection and discussion on the beauty and
challenges of family life, which should expand horizons both in terms of recognizing the value of the
family on a societal level; as well as in creating well-established networks of pastors and families who, by
their own sharing and witness, can accompany those who are struggling.” The brochure also addresses
the care and concern that should be shown for couples in crisis.
The elderly, too, should be the object of pastoral attention, which “seeks to overcome the ‘throw-away
culture’ and societal indifference”; while youth ministry should be incorporated “into initiatives that
reflect upon and discuss issues such as family, marriage, chastity, openness to life, the use of social
media, poverty, and respect for creation (cf. AL, 40).” The brochure also recommends special attention to
young children during the Year.
Reciprocity between family and the Church
A particular aspect that emerges in the context of the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family” is the desire for
greater involvement of married couples in diocesan and parish structures to set up family pastoral care
and a deepening of the formation of pastoral workers, seminarians and priests so that, working with
families, they are up to the challenges of today's world. "To this end," underlines the text of the
Dicastery, “it will be important to make the reciprocity between the 'family-domestic Church' and the
Church (AL, 200), so that each may mutually discover and value each other as an irreplaceable gift.”
A further suggestion is to “promote a missionary vocation in families (cf. Al, 201, 230, and 324) by
creating times for formation in evangelization and missionary initiatives (e.g., on the occasion of
children’s reception of the sacraments, during marriage preparation, anniversaries or important liturgical
moment.
Please see attached Year of the Family Prayercare and Year-of-Amoris-Laetitia Booklet

PARTICIPATION HOURS

Parent Participation Hours opportunities are slowly being implemented. As opportunities arise they will
be posted in the newsletter or by email from the office.



PARENT PARTICIPATION

Parents are asked to submit total participation hours one time per month, preferably at the end of each
month.  If you have any questions, please contact the office. Thank you. See below:
*See attached list of Parish participation opportunities that will be counted for parent participation
hours.

STEPS TO RECORDING PARTICIPATION HOURS VIA THE WEBSITE
1. Go to the home page on the school website
http://www.corpuschristi-school.ca
2. At the top menu, highlight "Parents" then click "Parent
Participation" on the drop down menu
3. In the blank space for the password, type in "participation", and
click “submit”
4. Type in your first and last name, your child’s first and last name,
and grade
5. Use the scroll down, “Month” menu and select the month
6. Use the scroll down "Activity/Event" menu and click on the activity
7. Insert your total hours per month
8. Click “submit”
Your submission will automatically be emailed to the coordinator who will verify and record your hours.
You can also receive a copy.  If you do not have access to a computer, please come to the school office
for assistance.

A REFLECTIONS FROM MS. NATOLA

Having celebrated the grand opening and blessing of our new school I would like to share my reflection

of the last few years. Looking back, I was able to pinpoint the beginning of what we have accomplished

today: our New Parish Centre, New School and New Childcare Centre.

It was in the winter of 2009, my first year as principal of Corpus Christi School, and I was going through

kindergarten application forms. We had received over 60 applications for the 15 spots that we had

available. I was very concerned about turning away so many families, a number of whom were

parishioners, and the impact that it would have on the future enrollment of the school.

I quickly began to assess the school building to look for spaces that could function as additional

classrooms. At that time the library was the only space I could see as a possible space. I thought all we

needed to do was to move the library downstairs to where the staffroom was and extend the wall of the

extra office space on the second floor to make a new staffroom, which seemed easy enough. 

I approached the pastor with the idea and at that time it was Fr. Michael Callahan, God rest his soul. He

was very open and supportive of the idea, as was the PEC; and with the help of staff and very kind and

generous parents and parishioners we were able to transform the library into an additional classroom,

our first bubble class.



 I always like to say this all started with one bubble. Of course, with only one bubble class, it would take 8

years to allow for another bubble class.   So, I began to look for more space, and soon one bubble

became two. Fr. Michael retired and Fr. Hamilton became our new pastor. I updated him on our bubble

endeavour, and explained that we were still  not able to accommodate new families, even though we

had two bubble classes. Fr. Hamilton was also very supportive of expanding the classes. So two bubbles

became three, three became four, and four became five. We were able to accommodate five bubbles in

our small single stream school.

This reminds me of the story from the bible (Mark 6 verses 41-44) where Jesus Feeds the 5000. Jesus

took the five loaves and the two fish, broke the loaves, and divided the fish and the pieces of bread into

12 baskets, and they all ate and were satisfied. There were 5000 people. The capacity of our building was

9 classrooms, (about 240 students), but we were able to comfortably accommodate 5 more classes with

only two portables, for a total of 14 classrooms with almost double the capacity.

In June of 2013 we received a seismic risk assessment review, as did all Catholic schools at that time.

Consequently, the school and parish community needed to make some very serious decisions. It was a

lengthy process and to put it simply/to give you a shortened version, the cost to seismically upgrade the

old school was not much less than building a new double stream state-of-the-art elementary school. So,

we opted for a new school—and just look at the beautiful complex we have built.

It has been an exciting journey and in being a part of the many committees and attending countless

meetings, I have met so many talented, creative, hard-working, generous, devoted and committed

parishioners who have all been an integral part of this mission.

I am ever so grateful to Fr. Hamilton, who has led this process every step of the way, facing the many

challenges with determination and grace, always reminding us to pray.   

I would like to give special thanks to Archbishop Miller and our Superintendent, Deacon Henk Luyten, for

approving our many requests and for their optimistic support. 

I would also like to give special thanks to Dimas Carveiro and Benjamin Merkle, the amazing architects,

the Ventana Construction Corporation, Dylan Toothill and Graham Hilarius, Core Construction, Scott

Mackay and, and the many others who made this dream a reality. 

I would especially like to thank our students and parents, past and present, especially those members of

the Parish Education Committee, who trusted our efforts and supported us through this once in a

lifetime experience, as well as the parish staff, especially Helen Estrellado for her many hours of

dedicated work to the project.

I would like to thank our staff who had a very big part in developing the vision of the school. I still have

everyone’s wish lists and can proudly say we can check off everything that was on those lists. I admire

and appreciate their dedication, professionalism and flexibility as we worked through the various stages

of the project.



A special thanks to my family who always supports me and cares about the future of the Corpus Christi

parish community.

And lastly, I would like to give thanks to God for choosing us here to take on this wonderfully, immense

responsibility of building just a small part of his Kingdom.

Thank you,

Ms. Natola


